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Aims of session

• General curriculum information

• English in Years 3 & 4

• Break

• Mathematics in Years 3 & 4

• Supporting your child at home 



Year 3 curriculum map



Year 4 curriculum map



English



English National Curriculum

Our English curriculum aims to ensure all pupils:

•Read easily and fluently

•Develop the habit of reading

•Develop a wide vocabulary and understanding of 
grammar

•Write clearly and accurately

•Use discussion in order to learn

•Are competent in the arts of speaking and listening



English in Year 3



English in Year 4



Reading at Garden Suburb Junior School

At Garden Suburb Junior School, we aim to:

• Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and 
information.

• Develop the love of reading through our rich and varied range of 
texts.

• Develop readers that read confidently, fluently and with good 
understanding.

• Develop a range of skills to decode and understand the written word 
across the curriculum.



Reading 
opportunities at 
school include…

 Guided reading sessions

 Library

 Book corner

 Comprehensions embedded 
in writing lessons 

 Class reader 

 Reading records

 First News

 Bookworms



What kinds of books 
should my child be reading?

• Books they enjoy 
reading

• Books that are 
the right level 

(roughly 3 to 5 
new words on a 
page)

• A variety of 
genres 



The School Reading List
www.schoolreadinglist.co.uk

http://www.schoolreadinglist.co.uk/


CLPE Corebooks     
www.clpe.org.uk/books/corebooks

http://www.clpe.org.uk/books/corebooks


Reading records
• Checked on Monday

• 20-minute sessions 5 
times/week minimum

• Date

• Title

• Start and stop page

• At least 2 comments per week: 

I enjoyed…   I can picture…

I wonder…   I predict…



Reading records

Reading record comments could be:
• A summary of what they have read on those pages
• About the characters they like/dislike
• Their favourite part so far
• What they think will happen next
• What they are looking forward to finding out
• A questions they want answered
• A word they looked up in the dictionary and the meaning 



Banded books

• Designed for children who need to close phonics gaps from KS1

• All children may also bring home a book from the library or book 
corner that they would like to read or have read to them.



How can I support my child’s 
reading at home?

• Establish a routine with a 
special reading time each day.

• Choose a comfortable spot 
away from distractions.

• Read aloud to your child.

• Find opportunities to read 
various text types.



Writing at Garden Suburb Junior School
We want every child to know that writing is a powerful tool, a 
source of joy, even a potential career.

High quality texts of a variety of genres are used as a 
stimulus for writing.

Writing is taught through four phases to ensure high-
quality outcomes. 





Phase 1: Immersion

• PAT (purpose, audience, type of text)

• Immersion in a range of quality texts to discuss, analyse and understand

• Vocabulary development through discussion and dictionary/thesaurus 
work 

• Drama and oral rehearsal opportunities e.g. hot seating

• Short burst writing activities

• Written comprehension tasks



English Working Wall





Phase 2: Imitation

• Identify grammar & vocabulary features of the text type

• Exploring high quality texts of that genre

• Create a success criteria

• Practise features/grammar skills 

• Unpick the structure 

• Written comprehension





Phase 3: Innovation

• Plan extended piece

• Draft writing – teacher models the thinking process through 
scaffolded composition and the application of grammar

• Teacher demonstration of applying taught grammar 
features/skills

• Writing is broken into chunks across days, editing after each 
section

• Proofreading sessions as they write and at the end.





Phase 4: Independence

• Re-write another version from another character’s point of view 
or use a different stimulus to produce another piece within the 
same text type

• Share finished pieces with audience

• Final piece published depending on purpose





Spelling 
• The children have a new set of spelling words each week which they 

revisit several times. 

• Lists are organised around spelling rules or words from the statutory 
Year 3 and 4 list.

• Spelling lessons are centred around 
investigating rules and patterns, 
practising spellings, and spelling 
strategies. 



How can I support my child’s 
spelling at home?

Display them

treasure measure leisure

closure measure exposure

Practise them in sentences

Whether or not it’s sunny, we will go to the 
park.

The weather today is very sunny.

Find the tricky part of 
the word

island foreign

Pyramid

Trace, copy replicate



How can I support my child’s 
spelling at home?

Test and relearn
Mark together
• Which part do you think is wrong?

Focus on the positive
• The ones that are correct
• The parts of those that are incorrect that are 

spelled correctly

Use correct versions to relearn
Write it down correctly 3 times
Revise these before the next test



How can I support my child’s 
spelling at home?

Which one do you 
think is right?

thort
thought
thoght

Practise commonly 
misspelled words in their 

writing



Handwriting and Fine 
Motor Skills

• Children are required to write in a fully cursive (joined) style to meet the 
national standard in writing.

• Children write in pencil in Year 3 and move on to writing with a pen in Year 4.

• Support your child’s handwriting at home by ensuring that all written 
homework is completed using neat, joined letters. 



Handwriting and Fine Motor Skills

• Fine motor skills can also be improved with activities like threading, 
using tweezers, threading beads, colouring and play dough.

• Support your child to learn to tie their shoelaces if they can’t do so 
already.



Break
Please help yourself to tea/coffee



Mathematics



Mathematics National Curriculum

Core Elements

Number and Place Value

Addition and Subtraction

Multiplication and Division

Fractions, Decimals, Percentages

Measurement

Geometry 

Statistics (interpreting and analysing data)



Aims of the National Curriculum 

•The national curriculum for mathematics aims to ensure that all pupils:

• become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through 
varied and frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, 
so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall 
and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately

• reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing 
relationships and generalisations, and developing an argument, 
justification or proof using mathematical language

• can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine 
and non-routine problems with increasing sophistication, including 
breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in 
seeking solutions.



Factual & 
Procedural Fluency

Conceptual 
Understanding

INTEGRATION

Mastery of Mathematics

All children to develop a deep, sustained and adaptable 
understanding of mathematics.



A mastery approach

“I know the answer, can I do 
something more challenging?”

“My son is finding adding easy –
can he be moved onto some of 
next year’s  maths objectives?”

“Why do I need to explain it or 
use resources? I already know 
the answer!”

“My tutor taught me a method, 
I don’t need to learn another 
one.”



Children work in mixed-ability groups.

Some children will be given extra support.

Others will be challenged to think about the mathematics more deeply.

Children often select their own challenges based on how confident they felt in that 
particular  lesson. 

This should be a reflection in each lesson. How confident am I with this today?

Differentiation

All children to develop a deep, sustained and adaptable 
understanding of mathematics.



What does a week of maths look like at school?
Step 1 
Introduction to a mathematical concept and its rules using concrete 
resources, pictorial and abstract representations.

Step 2
Build up fluency and tackle reasoning/problem solving tasks.

Step 3
Applying their understanding to a range of mathematical contexts.

Additional maths
Times tables



What does a week of maths look like at school?



Progression in addition

Pictorial or concrete aids

Number lines

Partitioning 
(breaking it up into easier parts)

46+27
40+20=60
6+7=13
60+13=73



Expanded column method 46
+27

column method
1    

46
+27
73

13 (6 + 7)
+ 60 (40 + 20)

73



Addition
Reasoning and problem solving



Teaching for Mastery:
The Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract approach

Use the place value chart and counters to show 

443
Hundreds Tens Ones



Teaching for Mastery:
The Concrete, Pictorial Abstract approach

Use the place value chart and counters to work out 

443 + 214
Hundreds Tens Ones



Teaching for Mastery:
The Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract approach

We can draw place value counters to work out 

565 + 334



Teaching for Mastery:
The Concrete, Pictorial Abstract approach

How would the previous activities help children understand and carry 
out this calculation using the column method?

565 
334 +



Progress in subtraction

Pictorial or concrete aids

Number lines

Partitioning 
(breaking it up into easier parts)

49-27
40-20=20
9-7=2
20+2 = 22



The formal column method

  5 6 6 

- 2 7 8 

1 / 
5 I cannot subtract 8

from 6 so I need to 
exchange 1 ten for 10 
ones. 

Use of appropriate decomposition language.

Without exchanging:

With exchanging:



Subtraction
Reasoning and problem solving



Progress in multiplication

Multiplication is initially taught as 
repeated addition.

Partitioning is used for 
some larger numbers

24x3
20x3=60
4x3=12
60+12=72

Children must learn times tables to have a range of 
known facts to use in other calculations.

Pictorial and concrete aids



Expanded method

(6x4)
(30X4)

Formal written method



Progress in division

Pictorial or concrete aids

Arrays



We move on to using partitioning to solve mentally

92 ÷ 4 = (80 ÷ 4) + (12 ÷ 4)
80 ÷ 4 =  20     
12 ÷ 4 =    3
20 + 3 = 23

(20x4)

20 + 3 =23

-12
0

- 80
12

(3x4)

924

Expanded division Short division



Times Tables

The Multiplication Tables Check takes place in the summer term of Year 4.

Primary school children are expected to know all times tables up to 12x12 by 
this time.

Why a test?
The Department for Education says that the check is part of a focus on 
mastering numeracy, giving children the skills and knowledge they need for 
secondary school and beyond.

It is challenging, so help us in starting to prepare your children for it now!



Times Tables – Progression
Year 1

Year 1 children are taught counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. 

Year 2
Year 2 children are introduced to repeated addition, multiplication and 
division facts for 2, 5 and 10. 

Year 3
Children consolidate 2s, 5s and 10s and learn multiplication facts for the 3, 
4 and 8 times tables.

Year 4
Year 4 is a ‘completing’ year for all multiplication facts up to 12 x 12.

At the national standard or above 

for Year 4

Full Marks

25/25

Year 4 

MTC 

2022-

2023

97% 46%



Times Tables

How can you help your child practise  times tables?
As the curriculum is extensive, we need your help in ensuring your children master times tables.

Some of the techniques you can use include:



Times Tables

Explore patterns

Double x2 gets x4

Double x3 gets x6

To find x7, I can find x6 and add 1 lot more

6 x 2 = 12 so
6 x 4 = 12 x 2 = 24

7 x 4 = ???
6 x 4 = 24
24 + 4 = 28 so
7 x 4 = 28



Times Tables

Have a times table of the week

Ask your child multiplication questions out of order.

Ask the related division facts:
What’s 4x2? 
So what is 8 ÷ 4? And what is 8 ÷ 2?

Use different language and contexts:
What is 4 times 2? 
What is 4 multiplied by 2?
What is the product of 4 and 2? 
What is 4 groups of 2? 
What is 4 lots of 2?
How many socks are there in 4 pairs?
How many wheels are there on 4 bicycles?



Times Tables

Use flashcards; play games

Make your own cards 
and play Snap or a 
matching game.



Times Tables

Sing times table songs
Percy Parker

Numberblocks



Your turn!
TT Rockstars demonstration

Soundcheck - https://ttrockstars.com/

https://ttrockstars.com/


Number bonds
• Number bonds within 20.

• The basis of many other calculations



Number bonds
• Number bonds within 20.

• The basis of many other calculations

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/


Mathematical enrichment opportunities 

• Promote curiosity 

• A way-in to enjoying maths

• Making maths real and relevant 



• An initiative to encourage the use of bar models as a pictorial 
representation throughout the month of November

• Activities in class

• Homework



What is the bar model?

• Represents mathematical problems pictorially

• Not a method of calculation 

• Bar models are used as a way to help children decide which operation 
to use and to give them an understanding of what to do in order to 
get to the answer.



Maths Week

• Maths-focused soft starts (morning activities)

• Quizzes

• Competitions with prizes

• Extra exciting maths lessons

• Sponsored challenges

• Mathematical ‘bake-off’

• ‘Who wants to be a mathionaire?’

• Assemblies



My Money Week 

• A national activity week for schools 

• Designed to raise awareness of the importance of financial education 
and get children and young people excited about money matters

• Helps to prepare your child for managing money in their later life
Examples



TT RockStars Tournaments 

• We run regular times tables competitions using TTRockstars and 
award certificates and trophies to promote positive learning 
behaviours



Other ways to help your child at home

• Getting involved in food preparation, cooking and serving can help 
children practise maths skills like counting, measuring and using ratios.

• Shopping can be a fun time to do some maths. What is the most 
expensive thing in the trolley? How much will all the shopping cost? 
How much does it weigh?

• Discussing time at home and when out and about will engage your 
child. What time is it? How long will it take? What time do you think 
we will arrive? How long left of the show? How long a journey will it 
take looking at the train/bus/airline timetables?



Other ways to help your child at home

• Many family games involve aspects of maths

Monopoly - money  

Dice Games - probability 

Dominoes - number skills and problem solving 

Battleships - grid references and charts 

Snakes & Ladders - counting and number skills 

Card Games - all sorts of maths! 



Nrich
• Lots of problems 

• Sometimes you'll want to discuss and think about a problem with your 
child. Sometimes it makes sense to be silent and let your child 
discover for themselves. 

• Games are enjoyable to play and offer a great way of developing 
logical thought and strategic thinking.



School website

https://www.gardensuburbjunior.co.uk/page/?title=Home+Learning+Zone&pid=323

https://www.gardensuburbjunior.co.uk/page/?title=Home+Learning+Zone&pid=323


Online Safety

The online world is part of modern day life. 

We have the responsibility to teach our children 
how to navigate through it, the same way we do 
with everyday living.

We won’t always get it right but we can’t ignore it. 

This is about education and parenting. 

It is not about being a technology expert.



Examples of incidents at Garden Suburb Junior 
School

• Playing games that are not age appropriate

• Posting videos/images on social media

• Being exposed to frightening images on TV/ streaming 
platforms

• Having technology in their bedroom at night time

• Being part of group chats



Recommendations 

• Set parental settings on your wifi

• Talk to your children about their online activity

• Find out about the apps your child is using

• Look out for more information e.g. Website/Talks



Homework

Spellings and grammar task
Mathematics tasks
Times tables practice
Reading 
Showbie homework task
History project based on Ancient Egypt 
topic (Y3) Ancient Greece (Y4)
Learning Logs 



• A reflective, record of a child’s thinking and learning

• It is a style of homework that encourages children to be creative, 
independent and actively engaged in their own learning 

• Making it inclusive of all abilities and  learning styles

• Encourage a partnership between home and school





How do they work?

•The first time, children will bring home a completed 
learning log to share with you

•They will work in class to create their learning log with the 
support of the teacher and their peers

•On Mondays – bring home a blank A3 piece of paper 

•Each night choose a different curriculum area

•Think about something they have learnt that day and 
record that learning on their log

•Can use pictures, writing, diagrams, labels, bullet points, 
mind maps or whichever style they wish to present their 
work

•Might bring some scaffolds/pictures or vocab to help

•Return on following Monday to share with teacher/peers











Thank you for coming


