History book recommendations for the website  
Year 3 

Ancient Egypt 

Fiction 

	Name
	Description 

	The Egyptian Cinderella
By Shirley Climo

	The Egyptian Cinderella takes the familiar story of Cinderella and transports it into the context of Ancient Egypt. Rhodipis is an orphaned slave girl from Greece, whose red slipper ends up in the hands of the Prince of Egypt. Follow her story as the Pharaoh searches for Rhodipis and makes her the Egyptian Queen. 


	An Egyptian Adventure (The Histronauts)
By Frances Durkin &‎ Grace Cooke

	This is a really engaging book that is a fun hybrid between graphic novel, activity book and information text. The story, told in graphic novel form, follows a group of friends who travel back in time and explore life in Ancient Egypt. At various different points in the story there are relevant puzzles, fact boxes, activities and project ideas.


	Flat Stanley: The Great Egyptian Grave Robbery
By Sara Pennypacker

	In this quick-paced adventure, Stanley is airmailed to Egypt to search the great pyramids for ancient treasure at the request of an archaeologist. 


	The Scarab's Secret
By Nick Would and Christina Balit

	This is the simple tale of a small scarab beetle called Khepri who discovers a terrifying trap in the Pharaoh's newly designed tomb. 



Non-Fiction 

	Name
	Description 

	If I Were a Kid in Ancient Egypt

Cobblestone Publishing
	This information text offers an exciting insight into what life would have been like for children in Ancient Egypt. Step into a world where houses are made of mud bricks and children wore no clothes!

	The Legend of Tutankhamun
By Sally Jane Morgan & James Weston Lewis

	Telling a story that continues to fascinate young and old readers alike, this powerfully visual book tells the story of the boy Pharaoh, Tutankhamun. The book explores the story and legacy of Tutankhamun as well as Howard Carter's ground-breaking discovery of the tomb and the treasures within. The pages are mostly set in eye-catching yellows and blues, evoking the dry heat of the desert set against the powerful Nile.


	Egypt Magnified
By David Long & Harry Bloom

	A treasure trove of information about Ancient Egypt presented in a seek-and-find format, with a magnifying glass included (because “every Egyptologist needs a magnifying glass”).

 

This fun and interactive book includes 16 scenes depicting daily life for the Ancient Egyptians, each with hundreds of miniature cartoon-style figures going about their daily activities. Readers familiar with the Where’s Wally? books will dive right in without hesitation as they search for different characters, animals, symbols and objects that all build up to create a detailed picture of different aspects of the Ancient Egyptian civilisation.



	So You Think You've Got It Bad: A Kid's Life in Ancient Egypt
By Chae Strathie & Marisa Morea

	Published in collaboration with The British Museum, this children's information book offers a humorous and informative introduction to daily life in Ancient Egypt and has a high appeal to readers in KS2. The book compares modern-day life for children to different aspects of daily life for the Ancient Egyptians, including clothes and hairstyles, education, family life, pets, food and hobbies. 


	The Story of Tutankhamun
By Patricia Cleveland-Peck & Isabel Greenberg

	This award-nominated book tells the story of Tutankhamun. The text explores the story of Tutankhamun's life (or what is known of it) and, in more detail, the story of Howard Carter's discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb and its legacy. The text is accompanied by bold, cartoon-like illustrations that both engage the reader and add a visual dimension to the facts presented.



Stone Age to the Iron Age
Fiction 
	Name
	Description 

	Stone Age Boy
By Satoshi Kitamura

	This engaging picture book tells the story of a boy who falls down a hole to find himself back in time 15,000 years.
He wakes in a prehistoric camp and finds out about life in a Stone Age village.


	Ug: Boy Genius of the Stone Age
By Raymond Briggs

	A comic style book in which Ug lives with his parents during the Stone Age. Raymond Briggs uses imaginative humour to detail the challenges of prehistoric life including stone blankets, stone cold food, an even colder cave and, worst of all, hard stone trousers!


	Stig of the Dump
By Clive King

	Stig of the Dump is a classic children's novel about a young boy called Barney who encounters a strange cave dwelling creature called Stig. Stig takes Barney on a series of fantastic adventures into prehistoric times.



	The Boy with the Bronze Axe
By Kathleen Fidler

	If you are looking for a class text about the Bronze Age, this is the one for you. Set in the Scottish settlement of Skara Brae, The Boy with the Bronze Axe has a story line filled with exciting challenges and mysteries. 


	Wolf Brother
By Michelle Paver

	This gripping children's novel takes us back in time 6000 years as twelve year old Torak and his wolf cub journey through the prehistoric landscape.



Non-Fiction 
	Name
	Description 

	The Stone Age: Hunters, Gatherers and Woolly Mammoths
By Marcia Williams

	Marcia Williams embraces the Stone Age topic with her distinctive comic-book style. This informative text covers a range of sub-topics including prehistoric animals, hunter-gathers and Stone Age tools.


	How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth
By Michelle Robinson and Kate Hindley

	A fun and quirky picture book doubling as an instruction manual for the 'mammoth' task of washing this prehistoric beast. 


	Stone Age Tablet
By Andrew Langley

	Written in the form of a newspaper, this fun book is packed with information about different aspects of prehistoric life. Articles include 'What's So Great About Iron?', an interview with a flintknapper, homes for sales, fashion updates and adverts for hunting lessons. 


	The History Detective Investigates: Stone Age to Iron Age
By Clare Hibbert

	Taking an investigative approach to history, The History Detective Investigates Stone Age to Iron Age examines key questions and pieces of evidence from the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages in order to build a picture of life in prehistoric times.




Year 4

Romans

Fiction 

	Name
	Description

	Escape from Pompeii
By Christina Balit

	Escape from Pompeii tells the story of a young boy called Tranio who lives in Pompeii at the time of the famous eruption of Vesuvius in AD 79.  This captivating picture book allows readers to follow the footsteps of Tranio and his friend Livia as they come to terms with the destruction of their city and find their own routes to freedom.


	The Thieves of Ostia
By Caroline Lawrence

	A gripping novel that provides plenty of background information about life in Ancient Roman times. The plot of The Thieves of Ostia centres around a young girl called Flavia who investigates the mystery of who is killing the dogs in the Roman port of Ostia. 


	Empire's End - A Roman Story
By Leila Rasheed

	Empire's End: A Roman Story, tells the tale of a young North African girl who sets out on a danger-filled journey to Britain during Roman times. This is a gripping adventure that offers a new perspective into the myriad of Roman narratives shared in schools. When Camilla, a young North African girl, travels with her mother and father from Leptis Magna to Rome in 207 AD, she believes that she is going to the centre of the world. But just a few months later, the little family is dispatched to the very edge of it: Britannica. Tragedy strikes and, left alone with the Empress while her father travels north, Camilla has to navigate the tricky world of secrets and danger in this cold place that she must now call home.


	Romans on the Rampage
By Jeremy Strong

	A super-fun novel that tells of the crazy adventures of Perilus, a Roman boy who dreams of riding chariots in the Circus Maximus.


	A Roman Adventure (The Histronauts)
By Frances Durkin & Grace Cooke

	This is a really engaging book that is a fun hybrid between graphic novel, activity book and information text. The story, told in graphic novel form, follows a group of friends who travel back in time and explore Ancient Rome. At various different points in the story there are relevant puzzles, fact boxes, activities and project ideas. 



Non-Fiction 

	Name
	Description 

	So You Think You've Got It Bad: A Kid's Life in Ancient Rome
By Chae Strathie & Marisa Morea

	Published in collaboration with The British Museum, this children's information book offers a humorous and informative introduction to daily life in Ancient Rome and has a high appeal to readers in KS2. The book compares modern-day life for children to different aspects of daily life for the Ancient Romans, including clothes and hairstyles, education, family life, pets, food and hobbies. The information is presented through speech bubbles, diagrams and bright cartoon-style illustrations as well as accessible chunks of text. This is the kind of book that helps young readers to move beyond hard facts and begin to reflect on what life might have felt like for those living in ancient times. 


	Meet the Ancient Romans
James Davies

	This is a really engaging non-fiction text about the Romans. Each page has a short chunk of text accompanied by simple, bold illustrations or infographics. 



Victorians 

Fiction 

	Name
	Description 

	Street Child
By Berlie Doherty

	Loosely based on a true story, Street Child is the inspirational tale of a poor Victorian boy fighting for survival on the grim streets of Victorian London. The novel is full of suspense and is a gripping read that will captivate the reader. 


	Rose Campion and the Stolen Secret
By Lyn Gardner

	The murky streets of nineteenth-century London meet the lively Victorian music hall in this gripping historical novel containing murder, mystery and a quest for identity. Rose Campion is an orphan who has been drawn into the glamorous world of musical theatre. One day, when a popular actor mysteriously disappears, the veneer of the colourful music hall scene begins to fall apart and Rose must use all of her skills and resources to face the troubling reality of the crime and grime of Victorian London. 


	Oliver Twist
By Charles Dickens (original author), Karen Donnelly (illustrator), & Gill Tavner (adapter)

	Dickens' classic story of Oliver Twist has been retold for primary aged children in a creative and engaging way. This version of Oliver Twist also includes a section of extra information and discussion points about the story in its Victorian context.


	Hetty Feather
By Jacqueline Wilson

	Hetty Feather tells the story of a Victorian orphan girl called Hetty and the adventures she has under the strict rule of the matron at the Foundling Hospital where she is sent to learn to become a maid. 





Non-Fiction 
	Name
	Description 

	100 Facts Victorian Britain
By Jeremy Smith

	This accessible information text offers a wealth of fascinating facts, projects and cartoons. Topics in 100 Facts Victorian Britain include the workhouse, inventions, food and clothing.



	You Wouldn't Want to Be a Victorian Schoolchild

By John Malam 

	Growing up in Britain in the 1880s wasn't easy. For a young child in school the going is tough and the punishments are hard. Readers will follow the experiences of Victorian schoolchildren and will learn some top tips on survival at school. Suddenly modern-day school won't seem quite so bad, as readers discover that they really wouldn't want to be a Victorian schoolchild! 


	Victorians (Eyewitness) (DK Eyewitness)

By Ann Kramer
	What did the Victorians invent? Was this a peaceful era? How many children did Queen Victoria have? Find out in Eyewitness Victorians and discover this peaceful and prosperous era which produced huge developments in technology and engineering, alongside voting reforms.



Ancient Greece 

Fiction 

	Name
	Description 

	Who Let the Gods Out?
By Maz Evans

	This fast-moving narrative based on Greek mythology is always a huge hit, especially with KS2. The story is based on the exploits of a boy called Elliot, who falls into an adventurous mission and calls on the help of the Olympian gods. 



	Beasts of Olympus: Beast Keeper
By Lucy Coats

	his action-packed novel is the first in the popular Beasts of Olympus series. It serves as a fun introduction to the gods, goddesses and creatures of Greek mythology.



	The Ancient Greek Mysteries
By Saviour Pirotta & Freya Hartas

	The Ancient Greek Mysteries are fun and action-packed stories that are perfect for introducing readers in KS2 to the topic of Ancient Greece. Steeped in historical detail, the series follows the adventures of a scribe called Nico and his friend Thrax, who is a slave, as they work together to solve mysteries.



	Hopeless Heroes: Here Comes Hercules!
Stella Tarakson & Nick Roberts

	The series tells the story of schoolboy Tim Baker whose life turns upside down when he accidentally breaks an ancient Greek vase, unknowingly releasing the mighty god Hercules into the twenty-first century. There is, however, just one problem: only Tim can see and hear Hercules. As chaos ensues, Tim has to juggle babysitting clumsy but proud Hercules, completing his homework, standing up to bullies and working out a way to send Hercules back home to his wife and daughter. 



	The Orchard Book of Greek Myths
By Geraldine McCaughrean

	This superb and beautifully illustrated collection contains 16 popular Greek myths retold in rich but accessible storytelling language. The Orchard Book of Greek Myths allows readers to follow the adventures of Jason, Theseus, Odysseus, Icarus, Arachne, King Midas and many more heroes and heroines of Ancient Greek mythology. 




Non-Fiction

	Name
	Description 

	Greek Gods & Heroes
By Sylvie Baussier & Almasty

	A compendium of 40 different male and female figures from Greek Mythology including Odysseus, Athena, Pandora, Achilles and Zeus. Each character is given a double-page spread and introduced through bite-size chunks of text, bright graphics and with facts and figures presented in an infographic style.



	Mythologica: An Encyclopedia of Gods, Monsters and Mortals from Ancient Greece
By Dr Stephen Kershaw & Victoria Topping
	Impressive from the outset, this large-format, boldly-stylized hardback book is a visual feast exploring the details of 50 Greek gods, goddesses, mortals and monsters. Each spread shows a new character, with poster-like images depicting the classical characters in a new light; vibrant, modern representations in an energetically layered collage style.

	So You Think You’ve Got it Bad? A Kid's Life in Ancient Greece
By Chae Strathie & Marisa Morea
	Through words and pictures, the book compares modern-day life to different aspects of daily life for the Ancient Greeks, including clothing, education, jobs, pets, food and pastimes, viewing each topic through the eyes of a child. 


Year 5

Tudors  

Fiction 
	Name
	Description 

	The Secret Diary of Thomas Snoop, Tudor Boy Spy

By Philip Ardagh & Jamie Littler
	Part of Philip Ardagh's popular 'The Secret Diary of...' series, this is highly entertaining historical fiction for a young audience, bringing a place, a time and a way of life alive for its readers. This one focuses on Thomas Snoop, a trainee spy looking to uncover Tudor traitors making plots against the king.



	Tudor Tales: The Prince, the Cook and the Cunning King
By Terry Deary

	From the author of the popular Horrible Histories, this book is part of the 'Tudor Tales' series. The story is about a young boy who dares to challenge King Henry VII's claim to the throne. 



	Treason
By Berlie Doherty

	Berlie Doherty offers a tensely dramatic tale with plenty of detail to explore about Tudor life. Set in the time of Henry VIII, this story explores the high tensions around religion and politics in this era as well as opening discussions about the power of the monarchy.



	The Queen's Token
By Pamela Oldfield

	Stable boy Hal longs to work at King Henry's palace, but his dreams appear to be dashed when he gets accused of being a spy.



	My Friend Walter
Michael Morpurgo
Award-winning childr


	Award-winning children's author Michael Morpurgo brings past and present together when Tudor explorer Sir Walter Raleigh visits a modern day family as a ghost.




Non-Fiction 

	Name
	Description 

	The Tudors: Kings, Queens, Scribes and Ferrets!
By Marcia Williams

	Retelling key events from Tudor history in an accessible way, pupils will enjoy looking over this book time and time again. The historical tales are retold in Marcia Williams' distinctive comic book style, with speech bubbles and many humorous details in both the text and illustrations that pupils will love. 


	Tudors Picture Book
By Emily Bone & Galia Bernstein

	A visual, image-filled information text from Usborne, covering different aspects of the Tudor period from monarchs and palaces to dresses and art.



	You Wouldn't Want to Be Married to Henry VIII!

By Fiona Macdonald

	Marrying Henry VIII was not an easy option - tips provided in this book include 'think carefully before accepting his proposal' and 'give birth to a son, not a daughter'. Set against a backdrop of turbulence in the royal court, this book describes Henry and his many wives - what went right, what went wrong and what became of them all. You really wouldn't want to be married to Henry VIII! 


Anglo Saxons 

Fiction 

	Name
	Description 

	Beowulf (Usborne)
By Rob Lloyd Jones & Victor Tavares

	The pages of this Usborne version of the Anglo-Saxon classic Beowulf are filled with rich but accessible language and engaging illustrations. Beowulf is the story of monsters, warriors, journeys and battles.



	Beowulf
By Michael Morpurgo

	Morpurgo draws on the style of the original text, using rich, alliterative language but mixes it with modern themes as he retells the story of Beowulf's epic quest to destroy the monstrous Grendel. Morpurgo's excellent version of Beowulf is also brought to life with engaging illustrations by Michael Foreman. 


	The Buried Crown
By Ally Sherrick

	The Buried Crown is a hugely exciting adventure featuring the Anglo-Saxon hoard that was unearthed at Sutton Hoo during WW2. The story centres on a young Londoner called George, who has been evacuated to the countryside near Sutton Hoo. George befriends Kitty, a Jewish girl whose grandfather is an archaeologist and it is from him that George finds out about the Anglo-Saxon treasures discovered nearby. The most interesting of the treasures is a mysterious Anglo-Saxon crown carrying with it an ancient legend. Before long, George finds himself involved in an exhilarating plot to save the crown from falling into the hands of Nazi invaders. 



	Freedom for Bron: The Boy Who Saved a Kingdom
By N. S. Blackman

	Set in Anglo-Saxon Kent, it tells the story of a slave boy called Bron who is drawn into a gripping adventure with warlords, warriors and kings. The story is well researched and makes it easy for pupils to engage imaginatively with the historical setting as seen through the eyes of a child. The book also has an in-depth information section at the end to provide further historical context about the Saxons and the Jutes




Non-Fiction 

	Name
	Description 

	King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table
By Marcia Williams

	Delve into the fascinating Anglo-Saxon legends of King Arthur and his knights. The tales are retold in a comic book style, with speech bubbles and many humorous details in both the text and illustrations that readers will love. King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table is guaranteed to capture young imaginations and is a very good alternative to Beowulf if you are looking for an Anglo-Saxon text.



	Alfred the Great and the Anglo Saxons
By David Gill

	A non-fiction text all about Kind Alfred and the key part his legacy plays in Anglo-Saxon history. The easy-to-read text is accompanied by photographs, maps, illustrations and project ideas. 



	You Wouldn't Want to be an Anglo-Saxon Peasant!
By Jacqueline Morley & David Antram

	Humorous and appealing, 'You Wouldn't Want to be an Anglo-Saxon Peasant' is presented in a fun cartoon style and gives an overview of life and culture for common people during Anglo-Saxon times.




Year 6 
World War 2 
Fiction 

	Name
	Description 

	Letters from the Lighthouse
By Emma Carroll

	This delightful new book is an excellent text for encapsulating experiences of World War II from the viewpoint of children. It tells the moving story of Olive and her brother Cliff as they leave the heavily bombed streets of London and become evacuees on the coast of Devon, sent to live with an enigmatic lighthouse keeper. Soon Olive finds herself caught up in a dark mystery linking the disappearance of her sister Sukie with a strangely coded message. Letters from the Lighthouse is an incredibly empathetic story that not only portrays the hardships of life during the war but also poignantly explores the anguishing encounters of refugees looking for safety in new places while carrying with them the heartbreak of leaving a war-torn home behind.



	Carrie's War
By Nina Bawden

	Carrie’s War tells the story of World War II evacuees Carrie and Nick, who are sent to a small town in Wales under the care of the formidable Mr Evans and his timid sister. Follow their adventures as they make new friends and enemies and experience what it might have been like to be a child evacuee during the war. 



	My Secret War Diary, by Flossie Albright
By Marcia Williams

	This is a highly recommended diary-style text by the popular author-illustrator Marcia Williams. It recounts the experiences of a nine-year-old girl during the Second World War and is presented with cartoon style illustrations, flaps, envelopes and a wealth of details about life for children during the war. My Secret War Diary, by Flossie Albright is a superb text to use to inspire recount or diary writing.



	Jet the Rescue Dog
By David Long & Peter Bailey

	This collection compiles true tales of a whole menagerie of courageous creatures that have made their mark during war time. The animals include a bear who carried shells to the Allied troops in World War II, a horse who assisted American marines during the Korean War and an Alsatian who aided the search and rescue mission after the 9/11 attacks in New York.




Non-Fiction 

	Name
	Description 

	The Usborne Introduction to The Second World War

By Paul Dowswell 

	A comprehensive introduction to an important and fascinating subject. Paul Dowswell's informative and accessible text will immerse readers in the era, and hand-coloured black and white photographs give a unique and atmospheric look. Provides a genuinely international perspective, showing how people all over the world were affected by the war.


	DKfindout! World War II


	Become an expert on the Second World War with DKfindout! World War II, packed with beautiful photography, lively illustrations, and key curriculum information. The DKfindout! series will satisfy any child who is eager to learn and acquire facts - and keep them coming back for more!



Local History – Hampstead Garden Suburb 
Non-Fiction 
	Name
	Description 

	Hampstead Garden Suburb

By Mervyn Miller 

	Hampstead Garden Suburb was founded by Dame Henrietta Barnett and was described as a nearly perfect example of the English invention. This edition features an account of the Suburb, and sets architectural and planning achievements in context, historically and socially. It also paints a picture of both the vision and reality of 'Henrietta's Dream'.



